TITLE 20 ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
CHAPTER 6 WATER QUALITY
PART 2 GROUND AND SURFACE WATER PROTECTION

20.6.2.1 ISSUING AGENCY: Water Quality Control Commission
[12-1-95; 20.6.2.1 NMAC - Rn, 20 NMAC 6.2.1.1000, 1-15-01]

20.6.2.2 SCOPE: All persons subject to the Water Quality Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 74-6-1 et seq.
[12-1-95; 20.6.2.2 NMAC - Rn, 20 NMAC 6.2.1.1001, 1-15-01]

20.6.2.3 STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Standards and Regulations are adopted by the commission under
the authority of the Water Quality Act, NMSA 1978, Sections 74-6-1 through 74-6-17.
[2-18-77, 9-20-82, 12-1-95; 20.6.2.3 NMAC - Rn, 20 NMAC 6.2.1.1002, 1-15-01]

20.6.2.4 DURATION: Permanent.
[12-1-95; 20.6.2.4 NMAC - Rn, 20 NMAC 6.2.1.1003, 1-15-01]

20.6.2.5 EFFECTIVE DATE: December 1, 1995 unless a later date is cited at the end of a section.
[12-1-95, 11-15-96; 20.6.2.5 NMAC - Rn, 20 NMAC 6.2.1.1004, 1-15-01; A, 1-15-01]

20.6.2.6 OBJECTIVE: The objective of this Part is to implement the Water Quality Act, NMSA 1978,
Sections 74-6-1 et seq.

[12-1-95; 20.6.2.6 NMAC - Rn, 20 NMAC 6.2.1.1005, 1-15-01]

20.6.2.7 DEFINITIONS: Terms defined in the Water Quality Act, but not defined in this part, will have
the meaning given in the act. As used in this part:
A. “abandoned well” means a well whose use has been permanently discontinued or which isin a

state of disrepair such that it cannot be rehabilitated for its intended purpose or other purposes including monitoring
and observation;

B. “abate” or “abatement” means the investigation, containment, removal or other mitigation of
water pollution;
C. “abatement plan” means a description of any operational, monitoring, contingency and closure

requirements and conditions for the prevention, investigation and abatement of water pollution, and includes Stage
1, Stage 2, or Stage 1 and 2 of the abatement plan, as approved by the secretary;

D. “adjacent properties” means properties that are contiguous to the discharge site or property that
would be contiguous to the discharge site but for being separated by a public or private right of way, including roads
and highways.

E. “background” means, for purposes of ground-water abatement plans only and for no other
purposes in this part or any other regulations including but not limited to surface-water standards, the amount of
ground-water contaminants naturally occurring from undisturbed geologic sources or water contaminants which the
responsible person establishes are occurring from a source other than the responsible person's facility; this definition
shall not prevent the secretary from requiring abatement of commingled plumes of pollution, shall not prevent
responsible persons from seeking contribution or other legal or equitable relief from other persons, and shall not
preclude the secretary from exercising enforcement authority under any applicable statute, regulation or common
law;

F. “casing” means pipe or tubing of appropriate material, diameter and weight used to support the
sides of a well hole and thus prevent the walls from caving, to prevent loss of drilling mud into porous ground, or to
prevent fluid from entering or leaving the well other than to or from the injection zone;

G. “cementing” means the operation whereby a cementing slurry is pumped into a drilled hole
and/or forced behind the casing;
H. “cesspool” means a “drywell” that receives untreated domestic liquid waste containing human

excreta, and which sometimes has an open bottom and/or perforated sides; a large capacity cesspool means a
cesspool that receives greater than 2,000 gallons per day of untreated domestic liquid waste;

L “collapse” means the structural failure of overlying materials caused by removal of underlying
materials;
J. “commission” means:
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(30)  1,1,2,2-tetrachloroethane...............coociiiiiiiiiiinii 0.01 mg/l

(B1)  vinylchloride.......cciiiiiiiii 0.001 mg/l
(32) PAHs: total naphthalene plus monomethylnaphthalenes................... 0.03 mg/l
(33)  DENZO-A-PYIENE. ....eniniieiiriiierrireteineiieeterereee st eneeeeneeenennas 0.0007 mg/1
B. Other Standards for Domestic Water Supply
(1) Chloride (Cl) cuonieieiiiie e 250.0 mg/l
(2)  CoPPET (CU) tiiieeiie et e et et 1.0 mg/l
(B)  I10m (F€) v uirniniiie it e e 1.0 mg/l
(4)  Manganese (M) ..c.ueenieeiniiniin it iet et e e e et et ereereaeraaaaas 0.2 mg/l
(6)  Phenols......oceiiiiiiiiiii e e 0.005 mg/l
(7)) Sulfate (SO4) cueenienieiii e 600.0 mg/l
(8) Total Dissolved Solids (TDS) ....ovveviiiiniiiiiiieiieiiiiiieeeiieecne s 1000.0 mg/l
(9)  ZINC(ZN) ceiiniiiiiii e e 10.0 mg/I
(10)  PHo ot e e between 6 and 9
C. Standards for Irrigation Use - Ground water shall meet the standards of Subsection A, B,
and C of this section unless otherwise provided.
(1) Aluminum (AD....coo i e 5.0 mg/l
(2)  BOron (B) «.cvcneiieiiiiiiiiiii e e e 0.75 mg/l
(3)  Cobalt (CO) vuernininiiiiiie e e 0.05 mg/l
(4) Molybdenum (MO) ....ouneniiniiniiii e e 1.0 mg/l
(5)  NCKel (NI} touniniiniiieie e e e e e 0.2 mg/l
[2-18-77,1-29-82, 11-17-83, 3-3-86, 12-1-95; 20.6.2.3103 NMAC - Rn, 20 NMAC 6.2.111.3103, 1-15-01; A, 9-26-

04]

[Note: For purposes of application of the amended numeric uranium standard to past and current water discharges
(as of 9-26-04), the new standard will not become effective until June 1, 2007. For any new water discharges, the
uranium standard is effective 9-26-04.]

20.6.2.3104 DISCHARGE PERMIT REQUIRED: Unless otherwise provided by this Part, no person shall
cause or allow effluent or leachate to discharge so that it may move directly of indirectly into ground water unless he
is discharging pursuant to a discharge permit issued by the secretary. When a permit has been issued, discharges
must be consistent with the terms and conditions of the permit. In the event of a transfer of the ownership, control,
or possession of a facility for which a discharge permit is in effect, the transferee shall have authority to discharge
under such permit, provided that the transferee has complied with Section 20.6.2.3111 NMAC, regarding transfers.
[2-18-77, 12-24-87, 12-1-95; Rn & A, 20.6.2.3104 NMAC - 20 NMAC 6.2.111.3104, 1-15-01; A, 12-1-01]

20.6.2.3105 EXEMPTIONS FROM DISCHARGE PERMIT REQUIREMENT: Sections 20.6.2.3104 and
20.6.2.3106 NMAC do not apply to the following:

A. Effluent or leachate which conforms to all the listed numerical standards of Section 20.6.2.3103
NMAC and has a total nitrogen concentration of 10 mg/l or less, and does not contain any toxic pollutant. To
determine conformance, samples may be taken by the agency before the effluent or leachate is discharged so that it
may move directly or indirectly into ground water; provided that if the discharge is by seepage through non-natural
or altered natural materials, the agency may take samples of the solution before or after seepage. If for any reason
the agency does not have access to obtain the appropriate samples, this exemption shall not apply;

B. Effluent which is discharged from a sewerage system used only for disposal of household and
other domestic waste which is designed to receive and which receives 2,000 gallons or less of liquid waste per day;
C. Water used for irrigated agriculture, for watering of lawns, trees, gardens or shrubs, or for

irrigation for a period not to exceed five years for the revegetation of any disturbed land area, unless that water is
received directly from any sewerage system;

D. Discharges resulting from the transport or storage of water diverted, provided that the water
diverted has not had added to it after the point of diversion any effluent received from a sewerage system, that the
source of the water diverted was not mine workings, and that the secretary has not determined that a hazard to public
health may result;

E. Effluent which is discharged to a watercourse which is naturally perennial; discharges to dry

arroyos and ephemeral streams are not exempt from the discharge permit requirement, except as otherwise provided
in this section;
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